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SUB J : PRINTER WHO SENT ' ACID T-SHIRTS" TO DONALD WOODS CHARGED 

REF: 77 MASERU 2134 

1 . ROBIN HOLMES, A PIETERMARITZBURG T-SHIRT PRINTER WHO SENT 
SHIRTS WITH STEVE BIKO S PICUTE TO DONALD WOODS WHICH CAUSED 
ACID BURNS TO WOODS' DAUGHTER, HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH DIS- 
TRIBUTING AND SELLING BANNED ARTICLES. HOLMES CLAIMS HE 
SENT SHIRTS TO WOODS AS MEMORIAL AFTER BIKO S DEATH. HOWEVER, 

WHEN WOODS' DAUGHTER PUT ONE ON, IT CAUSED MINOR ACID BURNS 
TO HER FACE AND CHEST. WHILE POLICE BEGAN INVESTIGATION, 

WOODS HIRED A FORMER SECURITY POLICEMAN, DONALD CARD, TO MAKE 
AN INDEPENDENT INQUIRY. CARD SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD WOODS AND 
THE PRESS HE DISCOVERED SECURITY POLICE INTERCEPTED ALL MAIL 

TO WOODS HOME, INCLUDING T-SHIRT PACKAGE, AND HAD PROBABLY 
IMPREGNATED SHIRT WITH ACID. ACCORDING TO WOODS' PUBLIC 
STATEMENT AFTER FLEEING S.A., THE INCIDENT WAS ONE CAUSE OF 
HIS FLIGHT SINCE THEREAFTER HE FELT HE COULD NOT RELY ON 
POLICE FOR PROTECTION SINCE THEY, HE IMPLIED, HAD VENDETTA 
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AGAINST HIM. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, THE OFFICIAL 
POLICE INVESTIGATION FOUND THE PACKAGE HAD NOT BEEN TAMPERED 
WITH FROM TIME IT WAS ORIGINALLY MAILED IN PIETERMARITZBURG. 

2. HOLMES TOLD PRESS HE WAS ASTOUNDED BY CHARGES AND PLANS 
TO CONDUCT OWN DEFENSE IN TRIAL SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 25. 
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